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2 Septenber 1958
MEMORANDUM FOk THE RECORD 25X1
SUBJECT 3 Brlefing of USAF Bosses on CHALICE Operations
1. On 29 August 1958, and the undersigned conduotsd
a briefing on the recent Chinese mission in the office of Lt. Gen., Dean

Strother. The meating was attended by Maj. Jen. Smart, “aj. fen. Walsh,
Haj. Gen. Walson, Maj. Gen, Fates, and Col, Geary.

2. The chart showing targets covered and Chinece reaction was
Tirst briefed, followed by the same selective photos shown at the “hite |
House. All were extremely well pleased. I pointed eut that the Alr 1
¥orce [had accomplished the film proe 25X1 |
vessing and all of the preliminary analysis and that since the night ‘
of 25 August HPAutomat had been working em a 2hehour basis to accom~
piish the full interpretation end analysis. TFurther, that these
results were passed to the services at the ssme time they becam
avallable,

3. Thess officers were then briefed with regard to the project
proposals for Russian overflihis as well as the tic verase
of Chins, The misslon selected by the President and tha 25X1
reasons why he liked this mission best were then cowered. ihe
reaction of the officers belng briefed was that in their ovinion this

2l] were pleased that a

Le I teld them that I had been informed that continued Chinese
missions required perpuasion on the part of Gen. Cabell and Fr, Bimsell
but that they were successful in gaindng approval. I advised ths
officers that Jen. Twining hed attended the meeting with the President,.

5e Future plans of the project as they apply to operatiens 25X1
[ were then covered. | - 25X1
| 25X1

the Preaident will e briefed on

“thé a0Givities Lo dave & approval will be sought for| ! 25X1

Q}‘ The chart showing typics) missions under ¢ ‘ |
oW W emphasis placed on the short amount of time our alreralt

would be under yadar svrveillance, as well as the importance of the

tarpat arsas to bes covered.

USAF review(s) completed.
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‘ 6. Uen. Walsh comented on seoms previcus SAC periphersl and
| penetration slﬁM_mmmw_w_a]queaﬂm from him wes
25X1 advised that would be shown to the

; ARC and coordinated in the normal fashion with Gen. Prestonts

shop. The undersizned had 3 later conwersation with Jen. slsh
and will discuss this with Mr, Bissell,

7. Gen, Preston was unable to attend the briefing due to
pressurs of Far Eagt operations, but he wes briefed Ly Col. feary
the previcus day,

25X1

Colonel, USAF
Deputy Director, NPS/DCI

Diatyrs

Gy 1 - 8a/pi/uCT
2 - 3::}3/1}?::91}61@
- Dirgps/oEs/DoY
h ~ Ch/ARC:Mr, Teber
S = CHAL Chron/hh

Burke/hh
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CHAL=0309 25X1

2 Septemher 1958

Chief, Internationsl Diviaion
Bureau of the Budget

SUBJECT t Project CHALIGE

i. The follewing information 18 in regerd to our recent conver-
sation relative to continned CHALICE aciivities,

2, As you are sware, the criginal assignment for enplayment of
the special aircraflt for overflight activities was made to this
Agency. This wes based on the covert nsture of the proposed over-
flight sctivities. At that time it was the intolligence estimate
that the Soviets would have the capebility to imtercept the spaciel
eireraft by approximately the fell of 1957. Sinte it would then not
be possibls to continue these operations on a covert basis, the plan
was for all aireraft, oguipment and militery personnsl to revert to
the Alr Foroe.

3. As the fall of 1957 approached, actual operating experience
caused revisions %o intellizenco estimates sxbending the usaful life
of the special eircraft for overflight bayond that date. The present
esiimate ia thet the Soviets will not heve an effective intercept
cepabllity unbil Janmary 1960. In visw of the comimued life span
of the special alreraft, and the fact that the majoridy of the targets
in the USHR had not bean covered, it was sgreed to extand the program
under the directlion of thie Agency, the termination of which to be
dictated by the situation. This was decided at a Whits House meating
which was sbttended by high level representatives of the egenciss

Lo This Agency is prepared to turn over CHALICE assets to the
Alr Force at such time as the validity of the facts diotating the
original assignment to this Agency have expired. It should also be
noted that proposed agreement, outlining the eircumstances and PIOCE=
dures for transfer of these assets to the Air Force, has bsen devoloped
by this Agency and has beon sent to the Air Force. e are sweiting
thelr consurrence or counterproposal. Briefly, this agrecment is
desigred to provide for the rapid and efficient turnover of CHALICE
assata to the Strategic Alr Command in the event SAC eweoutes iis
Erergency Wer Plan,
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5. The sbove information may fulfill your recent request.
if not, pleasc request any additional data needed for your

W-
ey
WILLIAM BURKE
Colonsl, USAF
peputy Director, DPS/DCI
Distxt

Cy 1 = Mr, Macy, %0B
2 - 54/PD/DCI
3 - DirOps/DPS/DCI
}; = DirAdmin({Fin,)DPS/DCI
5 - DD/DPS/DCI
6 - CHAL Chr

IWBurke:hh
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